
A Note from the District 
Administrator 

School is in full swing and it is 
wonderful to have all of the students 
and staff  back in the building. Th e 
fall sports teams are nearing the con-
clusion of their regular seasons, the 
school musical has been practicing 
and preparing to perform, and many 
of our clubs are beginning their activ-
ities. Our students have many oppor-
tunities, and we encourage all of our 
student body to become involved in 
the extracurriculars provided.

In August, our district was awarded the School Safety Grant 
in the amount of $53,338 from the Wisconsin Department of 
Justice. Th ese funds will be applied to make our infrastructure 
more secure. Additionally, in September, our district applied 
for the second round of funding through this program. We 
are currently awaiting the announcements of that application.

Our district, in conjunction with the other school districts 
in Door County, applied for the DPI sponsored School-Based 
Mental Health Services Grant. Our consortium was award-
ed $75,000 towards mental health initiatives for the 2018-
19 school year. School board members Sue Todey and Cindy 
Zellner-Ehlers were instrumental in applying for this grant.

 Our district will continue to seek funding for benefi cial pro-
grams like this and others to provide valuable opportunities 
and services for our students.

It continues to be privilege to serve our school district. If 
ever you have any questions or concerns, please contact me. 
You can reach me at kluedtke@sevastopol.k12.wi.us or call 
(920) 743-6080.  

 
 Yours in education,

 KYLE LUEDTKE, SUPERINTENDENT

On Oct. 11 students and teachers from both Sev-
astopol High School and Gibraltar High School 
joined together to listen to and learn from United 
States Poet Laureate, Tracy K. Smith. 

“It was an honor to host the offi  cial Poet of the 
United States, Ms. Tracy Smith, for her fi rst ever visit 
to Wisconsin… It was a 
unique opportunity for 
our students to listen to 
Smith read her own po-
etry, which will transcend 
time and record our his-
tory forever,” high school 
principal Adam Baier 
said. 

With the stipend she re-
ceives for being poet laure-
ate, Smith is visiting rural 
communities throughout 
the United States to share 
her passion where poetry 
does not often reach. Th e 
divide between urban and 
rural communities is not 
as present as many believe 
it to be, despite the diff erences in lifestyles of each 
community. 

“I don’t believe it is a divided country. Poetry hum-
bles people… poetry gives you something to talk 
about which gives you permission to feel, but not to 
argue,” Smith said about why she believes spreading 
poetry outside of an urban setting will do a lot of 
good in bringing people together. 

During the assembly, Smith’s soothing voice swept 
through the stands, resonating with each student in a 
diff erent way. With an education from Harvard Uni-
versity, Columbia University and Stanford Universi-

ty, it would prove rather diffi  cult to not be complete-
ly enthralled with Smith’s reading abilities as well as 
her insight on life. 

“Her [Smith’s] ideas of poetry were extremely mov-
ing… the way she incorporates things into her poems 
that should not have any correlation to the subject is 

amazing,” junior Cyn-
thia Manson said. 

It is common for high 
schoolers in all parts of 
the world to become 
overwhelmed in their 
own fast-paced, techno-
logical lives and forget 
about what it means 
to take time on a task. 
Smith reminded stu-
dents of the immense 
benefi ts to taking the 
time to understand 
something fully, which 
meant a lot to many 
students.

“Th e opportunity we 
had to listen to Tracy K. 

Smith is once in a lifetime… I would love if anoth-
er opportunity like this came to Sevastopol,” junior 
Mya Ploor said regarding the assembly. 

After the assembly, a small group of students met 
with Smith to ask her questions regarding her writing 
process, how she fi nds her inspiration and her life. 
During the meeting, junior Liza Geuke shared one of 
her poems to Smith and received personal feedback. 

“I think any time students can meet and converse 
with writers it is inspiring and motivational,” English 
teacher Heather Spetz said. “You never know what will 
spark a student’s interest or fuel their enthusiasm.”

Tracy K. Smith Speaks About Love of 
Poetry as Part of Laureate’s Mission 
 BY MAGGIE RIPP, STUDENT REPORTER
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Sevastopol students illustrate school spirit in big way.
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Resolution Approved by Board of Education
Sevastopol Students present “The Sound of Music”INSIDE: 
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For the third consecutive year, 8th grade stu-
dents participated in an interactive, hands-on ar-
cheological dig at Crossroads at Big Creek.   Stu-
dents were divided into four groups and rotated 
through diff erent stations.  Each station shared 
the question: How did the natural environ-
ment infl uence the culture of the native peoples 

(known today as tribes of the Eastern Wood-
lands) who once inhabited the area?  Under 
the guidance of Randy Dickson from Midwest 
Archeological Consultants, various archeologists 
from around Wisconsin, and Coggin Heeringa 
of Crossroads, students spent the morning gath-
ering evidence to help answer this question.  

Students were also instructed in the basics 
of archeological surveying, which involved 
digging sectioned off  parcels and transporting 
the soil into a sifting screen to separate the 
soil from any possible artifacts.  Artifacts were 
then cataloged and sorted for potential future 
carbon dating.  Th e timing of this experience 

tied in perfectly with the study of Native 
Americans and allowed students to better un-
derstand and appreciate the complexity and 
importance of studying the past.

Eighth-Grade Students Participate in Archeological Dig at Crossroads
 BY RYAN HILBERT, SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER Did You Know?

Summer school participation increased by thirty-three percent due to the change in programming to 
include extracurricular classes that emphasized teamwork and creativity.

Elementary teachers completed a science training this summer on the Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS).

At the 40th annual Door County Middle School Math Meet, Sevastopol accounted for three of the top four 
teams.  The number one Sevastopol team brought the championship trophy back to Sevastopol for the third 
straight year and turned in the highest score of any Door County team in a decade.

Seventy percent of eligible 2018-2019 high school students are enrolled in a dual-credit college course.

Ninety-one percent of the 2018 graduating class has completed at least one college-level course.

In addition to being a 2015 National Blue Ribbon School, Sevastopol is the second highest rated school 
district in the state of Wisconsin based on the Wisconsin School Report Card.

Sevastopol School…Pioneering the Next Generation!

Sevastopol High School is one of just 150 schools in the state 
now off ering dual-credit college level courses to eligible juniors 
and seniors through an accredited partnership with the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Oshkosh.  

Th e Cooperative Academic Partnership Program (CAPP) is a 
convenient and aff ordable way for high school students to earn 
concurrent high school and college credit for specifi c courses, 
while developing their skills and experiencing a college course 
within their familiar high school setting.  UW -Oshkosh CAPP 
is the only concurrent enrollment program in Wisconsin ac-
credited through the National Alliance of Concurrent Enroll-
ment Partnerships (NACEP),  a professional organization for 
high schools and colleges that fosters and supports rigorous 
concurrent enrollment.

Four college-level courses are being 
taught this semester by university-ap-
proved high school instructors at Sev-
astopol and include: personal fi nance, 
taught by David Phillips; pre-calculus, 
taught by Kyle Schleis; writing for 
the media, instructed by Mindi Van-
derhoof; and oral communication in-
structed by Heather Spetz.  A total of 
28 students have registered to take courses during the 2018-
2019 school year.

Course off erings vary by high school and depend on the 
availability of a certifi ed teacher.  Instructors are required to 
have a master’s degree, ap-
proval from the University, 
and work with liaison pro-
fessors to design and imple-
ment the CAPP course.  In 
some instances, curriculum 
and textbooks are identical 
to what students receive in 
college.  Each student is actually enrolled at UW-Oshkosh and 
when the course has been completed, the student receives a col-
lege transcript showing earned college credits.

“Th e pace of the classes is intensifi ed.  Th e students need to 
keep up with the reading, quizzes, and speech performances,” 
Spetz, who teaches oral communications said. “In my case, stu-
dents are taking a required college class in a more comfortable 
setting.  Th ey know me, the building, and their peers, so deliv-
ering six speeches isn’t quite as daunting (although still challeng-
ing) as it would be in front of 50 to 200 strangers,” she added.

Both Juniors and Seniors are eligible to enroll in CAPP 
courses with at least one of the following requirements: 
• Class rank in the top 25 percent
• GPA of 3.25 or above (on a 4.0 scale)
• ACT score of 24 or higher and at least one of the following:
o class rank in the top 50 percent

o GPA of 2.75 or above
Students are asked to complete appli-

cations by July 31, and enrollment takes 
place in early September for the fall se-
mester.  Th ere is a fee, however, CAPP 
students pay less than half the standard 
per-credit tuition rate.  Tuition is based 
upon the number of credit hours for a 
particular course. Courses may be 2, 3, 
4 or 5 credits. Th e per-credit tuition 

amount is determined by the University of Wisconsin System 
and changes annually, while each school district establishes its 
own policy relative to student payment of tuition and books.  If 
students receive free or reduced lunch, total costs may be less.

“College expenses contin-
ue to increase. By partner-
ing with UW-Oshkosh and 
this program, we hope to 
help students save mon-
ey while earning college 
credit,” school counsel-
or Melissa Malcore said.   

For additional information about CAPP as well as to review 
frequently asked questions, go to www.uwosh.edu/capp.

SEVASTOPOL TO 
SPONSOR 2019 
COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS
Registration begins 
November 12, 2018.

Sevastopol Community Courses will be off ered again in 
2019 from January through March. Course off erings are cur-
rently being confi rmed and include past favorites like quilting, 
art instruction designed for the family, building with clay, ex-
ercise classes, as well as software forums and social media best 
practices.  New classes being considered for the fi rst quarter 
programming include meal planning for families, top quilting, 
and Zumba. 

Sevastopol’s Community Courses have been off ered since 
2014 and highlight the talents of staff  and create partnerships 
with other local professionals while providing classes of interest 
to district residents.   Most classes are off ered after school or on 
Saturdays. Each year, feedback is gathered from participants 
so that improvements continue and classes stay current and 
engaging.   

“Sevastopol Community Courses are scheduled mid-Janu-
ary through mid-March.  It’s the perfect time of year  to com-
mit to learning something new or spending quality time with 
friends and neighbors perfecting a favorite hobby or explor-
ing a talent,” said Community Program Coordinator Melissa 
Marggraf.  “Registration is open beginning in November with 
complete course descriptions available on our district website 
at www.sevastopol.k12.wi.us.”

To receive a printed copy of the Sevastopol 2019 Commu-
nity Course brochure and registration when available, please 
complete the information below and forward to Sevastopol 
School:

Th e School District of Sevastopol invites your questions or sug-
gestions at any time by contacting Melissa Marggraf or Sue An-
schutz communityprograms@sevastopolschool.com.

With a new year comes new faces

My name is Lucas Stephenson and I am 
one of the new high school special educa-
tion assistants this year. Th is is my third year 
working in this fi eld, but my fi rst at Sevasto-
pol, and I could not be more excited.

I attended UW-Oshkosh, and previously 
I was an assistant at Sturgeon Bay Middle 
School.

I am a very family-oriented person. I am 
the baby of the family, with three older sib-
lings. I love everything to do with sports and 
being active. I am a wrestling coach for the 
SBS wrestling team and have been for a few 
years now. I love what I do inside and outside 
of work.

Hello, let me introduce 
myself: I am Laura Lempke, 
and I am a new special edu-
cation aide. I am originally 
from Massachusetts and 
along with my husband, 
who is in the United States 
Coast Guard, have also lived 
in Maine and Virginia. Th e 
Coast Guard has brought us 
to Door County, and we have fallen in love 
with the area and are now glad to call it our 
permanent home.

 We have a daughter in 
5th Grade at Sevastopol. 
Before coming to work at 
the school, I worked as a 
certifi ed nursing assistant 
for 16 years. In my free 
time, I enjoy spending time 
with my family, reading, 
and kayaking.  I am excited 
to be here and look forward 

to working with the students and getting to 
know them better throughout the school 
year!

In June of 2017 I 
moved to Door County 
with my husband, Caleb, 
and our two cats, Maizey 
and Tiny - the three big-
gest joys of my life. Th is, 
however, was not our fi rst 
time to Door County. 
Caleb and I fell in love 
with the area after we got 
married in May of 2015 
and had our honeymoon in Sturgeon Bay. 
While we are originally from the northwest 
side of Wisconsin, we spent our college years 
in Chicago attending the Moody Bible Insti-
tute. We moved here for my husband’s job, and 
while communications is my background and 
education, I quickly fell in love with working 
with children during my time of employment 
in membership and as the Recreation and Fit-
ness Coordinator at the Boys and Girls Club of 
Door County. Helping students in education 
became a new passion of mine and last year I 
was given the opportunity to work at Sevasto-
pol in the elementary as a Title 1 aide working 

one-on-one with students, sec-
ond through fi fth grade, to get 
them up to their grade’s reading 
level. Knowing that my job is 
to help kids achieve their full 
potential and to help them feel 
happier and better about them-
selves, brings a huge smile to my 
face. Th is year I am now work-
ing in as a Special Education 
Teacher Associate and I could 

not be more thrilled to join the hard working 
high school team. I wouldn’t want to work 
anywhere else! While I have loved other places 
I have lived and worked, there is something so 
special about the Door County area and Sev-
astopol School District. Caleb and I look for-
ward to continuing putting down roots here 
over the next few years. In my spare time I love 
to explore the peninsula, hike, play ultimate 
Frisbee, and enjoy the lake with my family and 
friends! I also look forward to getting to know 
more people in the community so introduce 
yourself if you see me around!

My name is Julie Salisbury 
and this is my fi rst year working 
as an English language learning 
aide at Sevastopol. I have a 
Bachelor’s degree in Psycholo-
gy from Willamette Universi-
ty, and as a part of my degree 
program, I did a counselling 
internship at an elementary 
school in Salem, Oregon. For 
eight years I was an Instruc-
tional Assistant in schools in the Portland, 
Oregon, area. I have worked with students 
in fi rst through 12th grades in a wide variety 
of subjects including math, reading, writing, 
social studies, and science.

 I am married and have two kids. After 
spending many summer vacations in Door 

County, our family 
moved to Sturgeon Bay 
from Portland, Oregon 
in 2016. My husband’s 
family, the Lauries, have 
lived in Door County 
since the 1850s. In fact, 
Sevastopol was originally 
called Laurieville.

 In my free time I like 
to watch movies, read, 

do sudoku puzzles, and swim. My favorite 
food is cheese enchiladas with guacamole and 
pico de gallo. I do not have any pets at this 
time, but I love cats and dogs.  I love working 
with young people, and I am looking forward 
to working with the staff , students and fam-
ilies in the Sevastopol School District.

English Language Learning Aide
Julie Salisbury

Special Education Associate 
Lucas Stephenson

Special Education Associate
Laura Lempke

Special Education Teacher Associate
Kayleigh Sinclair

CAPP Brings College Courses to the 
High School Classroom
 BY SUSAN ANSCHUTZ

Yes!  Please mail me a 
Sevastopol 2019 Community 
Programs 
registration form:

Name :______________________________

Address: _____________________________

City:________________________________

State:______ Zip:_____________

Mail or drop off  at: 
Sevastopol School
4550 Highway 57
Sturgeon Bay, WI  54235
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On Thursday, Sept. 27th, high school stu-
dents experienced quite a change of scenery 
as their classrooms moved to the cornfield.  
Maze Day was an event centered on creating 
awareness for mental health and building 
relationships with their homeroom teachers 
and peers.

Students navigated the corn maze together 
at Schopf ’s Dairy View Country Store, and 
participated in 18 different team-building 
activities designed to enhance their commu-
nication skills, heighten student awareness 
and acceptance of different strategies and 
approaches to challenges, and develop trust 
with their teachers and one another.

“Teens spend a large portion of their day 
with us at school which gives us an oppor-
tunity to make daily connections and have a 
positive influence on them. Academic goals 
are important, but there is nothing more im-
portant than our students’ emotional health 
and safety.   It just makes sense to have mental 
health awareness and education become part 
of our homeroom curriculum,” high school 
principal Adam Baier said.

Through fun and engaging seasonal ac-
tivities like a pumpkin carving competition, 
school organizers hoped to reinforce with all 

high school students, how to recognize warn-
ing signs and end the stigma surrounding 
mental health. 

Research conducted by the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness reported that one in 
four students has a diagnosable illness.  Of 
these, 40 percent do not seek help, 80 per-
cent feel overwhelmed by their responsibili-
ties, and 50 percent responded that they have 
been so anxious that they have struggled at 
school.

 “It’s our hope that activities such as Maze 
Day will help to empower students with 
knowledge, while also helping to establish-
ing trust with their homeroom teachers and 
peers.  Understanding early warning signs of 
mental illness and knowing how and where 
to get help will mean earlier intervention,” 
Baier said.

Maze Day would not have been possible 
without the generosity of these area busi-
nesses:  Schopf ’s Dairy View Country Store, 
Schopf ’s Dairy View Country Store, S & B 
Farms, Therma Tron-X, Inc., Door County 
Coffee & Tea, Door Peninsula Winery, Wood 
Orchard Market, JP Express Carlsville, and 
Welsing’s Foodland.

For over twenty years, a grassroots group of caring individuals has hosted a quirky 
parade on Thanksgiving Day at 10:30 a.m. to raise funds to help their neighbors.  
Over the years the parade has helped a five year old with retina cancer, a teen with 
brain cancer, and always raises funds to purchase Christmas gifts for families in 
need.  Another year of thanksgiving approaches and Jacksonport will again provide 
a fun event that will help an individual and families in our community.

 Sevastopol School’s elementary secretary, Paula Symons, will be the recipient 
of the Thanksgiving Day Parade Benefit this year. Bucket donations are collected 
along the parade route.  The Sevastopol Student Council and Gibraltar DECA are 
also organizing a raffle to raise additional funds to help our neighbors in need.  

 In addition to helping neighbors in need, Gibraltar and Sevastopol students will 
Christmas shop together to purchase gifts for families in need through Feed My 
People/Clothe My People.   

 All are welcome to be in the parade, too!  Parade participants need to meet at the 
ballpark between 9:30 and 10:00 a.m.  The Jacksonport Area Business Association 
sponsors a $100 prize for best entry!  Questions about the parade can be directed to 
Lindsay de Young at (920) 495-1572.

Sevastopol High School Kicks Off Homerooms in 
Corn Maze to Create Awareness for Mental Health
 BY TARA LECLAIR, FACS TEACHER

Left: Students enjoyed ice cream cookie sandwiches made especially for them. Center: Students in Mr. Horvat’s homeroom pose around their pumpkin cre-
ation-Olaf.  Right: Schopf’s Dairy View Country Store hosts Cassie Cibik-Moeller, Megan Nellis, Rox and Dennis Schopf.
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Sevastopol and 
Gibraltar Students 
Team Up to Help 
Neighbors
Jacksonport’s 22nd 
Thanksgiving Day Parade 
& Benefit

SEVASTOPOL TURKEY TROT!
Sponsored by the Sevastopol PTO 
and Door County YMCA Swim Team
Saturday, November 3rd, 2018

Student Perspective: 
K-12 Atmosphere Makes Sevastopol Special
 BY ASHLEY ELLEFSON, STUDENT REPORTER

Homecoming 2018 was a special night for 1965 Pioneer football team members.  Team members arrived early to participate in the tailgate party, bonfire and other pre-game festivities.  The 
’65 Pioneers walked to the field (the same field where they played their Homecoming 1965 game) with the 2018 Pioneers.  Players had an opportunity to talk with current coaches and players, 
and then the two teams stood together for the playing of the National Anthem. Everyone on the ’65 team appreciated the welcome they received from today’s Pioneers, coaches and fans.  The 
2018 Pioneers treated their forerunners to a decisive 64-26 homecoming victory over Gibraltar. The legacy of Pioneer Pride lives on.

Come and join us for this amazing day at 
the Sevastopol Town Park!  The Sevastopol 
PTO along with the Door County YMCA 
Swim Team have teamed up to provide you 
with an amazing fun-filled community event!  
Come and socialize, laugh, dance and enjoy a 
good walk or a run! 

The Sevastopol Turkey Trot supports great 
causes for students in the district, and you 
could win a turkey for Thanksgiving! There 
is also a chili cook-off where anyone and ev-
eryone is invited to enter their favorite “se-
cret” recipe!  If you would like to enter con-
tact Tracy Wautlet at (920)495-2982.   
                                                                               

Water, hot chocolate, bananas, apples and 
fresh bagels are provided free for all runners!  
Chili, grass-fed Angus burgers & hotdogs will 
be available for sale.

You can download a registration form on 
the Sevastopol website at www.sevastopolk12.
wi.us The YMCA is handling all registration 
up to November 2nd.  You can even regis-
ter the day of the race right at the Sevastopol 
Town Park! 

We would like to thank some of our many 
sponsors who help make this wonderful 
event possible: 

Door County Medical Center, Jandu Pe-
troleum, Al Johnson’s, TTX, Tadych’s Econo 
Foods, Wood Orchard, Quali-T, Clif Bar, 
Sevastopol PTO, Door County YMCA, Al-
berts Plastering, Inc., Horseshoe Bay Golf 
Club, Nicolet National Bank, Main Street 

Market, Door County Lake Effect Farms, 
Sunnypoint Landscape LLC,Organic Val-
ley, Captain Commodes, Washington Island 
Ferry, Door County Coffee & Tea, Hatco, 
Ecology Sports, Dr. Tune DJ, Culver’s, Door 
County Sunglass Co.

Portside Builders, Staudenmaier Chiro-
practic Wellness Center SC, Door County 
Ace Hardware, Reinhard Plumbing, The 
Landing Resort, Action Realty-Julie Henkel, 
Door County Carpet One, Door County 
Sled Dogs, Egg Harbor Fun Park,Mike’s Port 
Pub & Inlet Motel, Rushes Condo. Assn., 
Ltd., Dentistry by Design, Photo’s by Matt, 
Inc., Wal-Mart, T. Simon Jewelers, Schart-
ner’s Farm Market,Culligan, Cornucopia 
Kitchen Store and Stoneman-Schopf Agency, 
Inc.

Walk through any Sevastopol hallway and 
there are numerous interactions that can only 
be found within a place that educates chil-
dren of all ages, pre-kindergarteners through 
seniors in high school. 

On any given day, you can find the fol-
lowing: The captain of the basketball team 
picking up a small boy to make his first-ev-
er basket, a first grader staring at the stage 
glassy-eyed, hoping that one day, she’ll be 
singing on that same stage just like big kids,  
high-schoolers and elementary students sit-
ting in a stairwell together reading a picture 
book, and elementary students making post-
ers honoring senior varsity athletes at the 
homecoming football game.

As a varsity athlete, I find it so meaningful 
when the elementary students I have grown 
to know and love are at a game watching 
me.  They run up to me after and give hugs, 
high-fives, and take pictures with me.  These 
students have helped shape my high school 
career in ways they will never know, but I’m 
thankful for the opportunities I’ve had to get 
to know them.  

Instances just like these aren’t found any-
where else in the county. Furthermore, only 
15 percent of public schools in Wisconsin 
educate all students, kindergarten through 
seniors.  

High school principal Adam Baier believes 
there are numerous benefits to a K-12 school.

“This[being a K-12 district] is why Sevas-
topol is such a special place for teaching and 
learning. Our students really grow through-
out the years because of this atmosphere,” 
Baier said.

The peer mentor program plays a big role 
in fostering the K-12 atmosphere.

“When you walk down the hallway and see 
high school kids and elementary kids giving 
high-fives and hugs, it’s really special,”   Baier 
said.  

Both elementary and high school students 
benefit and learn from each other.

“When our elementary students are walk-
ing down the hallway, our ‘big kids’ part 
ways, they separate from groups, they smile, 
and greet the elementary students. I think it 
calms our entire atmosphere down,” Baier 
said.

Senior Ashley Schultz highlighted the pos-
itive impact the elementary students have on 
high school students.  

“Without the elementary kids, our school 
would be black and white.  They bring so 
much color here, and they help lighten the 
mood.  I can always count on cheerful ele-
mentary teachers and happy students when 
I walk through those hallways,” Schultz said.

Student athletes enjoy seeing their little 
fans in the hallway.

  “They [elementary students] cheer on us 
on at sporting events, and then seeing them 
wave to me in the hallway after is cool. I 
know they look up to us. Its special,” senior 
athlete, Nathan Stenzel said.

Personally, my peer mentors have become 
part of my family, and having them look up 
to me has greatly impacted my wish to con-
stantly continue to better myself and be a 
good role model. Others feel the responsibili-
ty to be a good role model as well.

“The younger students look up to all of us.  
We all can impact them either positively or 
negatively.  The way we make an impact is up 
to us,” Ashley Schultz said.

Homecoming 2018

Caden Kacmarynski shakes hands with his grandfather Robbie Kurtz.

Left: Students got to enjoy the incredible build your own burger bar.  Right: Mya Ploor shows her school spirit while 
etching Pioneer Pete.

1965 Pioneers return for homecoming.
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A number of Sevastopol staff members re-
cently participated in a book study of “UnSelfie: 
Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in an All-About-
Me World” by Dr. Michele Borba. In the book, 
Borba “offers a 9-step program to help parents 
cultivate empathy in children, from birth to 
young adulthood—and explains why develop-
ing a healthy sense of empathy 
is a key predictor of which kids 
will thrive and succeed in the 
future.”

Borba references a study that 
states that teens are now 40 per-
cent less empathetic than three 
decades ago. In the same peri-
od, narcissism has increased 58 
percent. This led the Sevastopol 
book club to further discuss 
the need to teach empathy at 
school. 

When students do not have 
empathy, it negatively affects 
both how they problem-solve 
and their ability to work with 
others.  Those are valuable skills 
needed for students to be successful at school 
and after graduation.  

The elementary school started the year with 
the theme of throwing kindness around like 
confetti.  At Sevastopol’s Open House in Au-
gust, parents were asked to write down a kind 
act that their child did over summer on a piece 
of confetti. The confetti was then hung up on 
the second-floor bulletin board. Students have 
added to the confetti wall when they noticed 
an act of kindness The message to students has 
been: When someone does something kind, you 
not only make the other person happy, but you 

make yourself feel happy and even proud.  
Simply being kind is one way to think about 

others and how they feel.  Students are encour-
aged to take a bigger step from kindness to em-
pathy, however.  

The goal at Sevastopol is to have students be 
open to understanding another child’s feelings 

when a disagreement arises. 
When talking with children at 
home, parents are encouraged 
to regularly discuss how others 
are feeling.  If a child’s actions 
makes another family member 
happy or sad, it is an opportu-
nity for parents to talk about 
those feelings with the child.  
Similarly, if a family member 
has a tough day, others in the 
household can talk about how 
that family member is feeling 
and see if there is anything that 
anyone can do to make it better.  

Many students know how 
to solve a small problem when 
situations are role-played in 

guidance class, but when a real situation arises, 
their own emotions can often cause them to feel 
stuck. One technique that helps in a disagree-
ment between children is reminding them that 
both sides are making each other’s day harder 
and ask what could each one of them do to 
make the other child’s day better.  

In response to the effort to promote empathy 
in the elementary school, one child wrote, “If 
we are all kind to each other and think about 
others’ feelings, Sevastopol will be a very happy 
place.” 

Pioneer 
Spotlight: 

Sevastopol’s 
Maintenance 
Team Shines

For the sixth consecutive year, the Sevasto-
pol fifth-graders traveled to Trees for Tomor-
row, an accredited natural resources specialty 
school, located in Eagle River, WI.  During 
the three day, two night stay, students were 
given the opportunity to grow both academi-
cally and socially outside of their typical four-
walled classroom. 

Activities at “Trees” focused on students 
gaining an appreciation and joy for the envi-
ronment through hands-on applications, such 
as learning how to build a fire in a survival 
situation, gaining an understanding of how to 
use a compass to guide their group through 

the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, 
and becoming familiar with how to navigate 
a canoe.  

Along with gaining lifelong environmental 
knowledge, students worked on building rela-
tionships with their peers and improved their 
problem solving skills by completing chal-
lenge courses and using their senses to help 
lead them through the woods at night. 

When asked what their favorite part of the 
trip was, fifth-grader Colton Blackley replied, 
“I would have to say paper making because 
it was fun to see all the pulp and how it was 
made into paper.”  

Reid Kacmarynski said, “I liked being in 
the dorm with my friends and making plas-
ter casts of animal tracks.  It was a unique 
experience and we actually got to keep our 
own.  Now I know what animals make certain 
tracks.”   

The fifth-grade teachers and students are 
thankful to the parents, school, and commu-
nity members for their continued support of 
this opportunity that promotes the growth of 
social and academic skills outside of the class-
room.  

Superintendent Kyle Luedtke commend-
ed both the Trees for Tomorrow staff and the 

Pioneers in attendance for making the trip a 
positive experience for all.

“I was at Trees for Tomorrow fifteen years 
ago with another school district,” Luedtke 
said. “It was wonderful to see their mission 
has remained true. The outdoor activities gave 
our children a great experience and lifelong 
memories.”

Both students and teachers made connec-
tions with one another that have led to pos-
itive relationship building.  In turn, these 
relationships help to create trust and open 
communication to make for a successful 
school year. 

Fifth Grade Takes Annual Trip to Trees for Tomorrow
 BY BETH RIKKOLA, FIFTH GRADE TEACHER

The Sevastopol School has a storied history that dates back 
to as early as 1924. Throughout the better part of the last cen-
tury, the school has undergone renovations, additions, and re-
pairs to stand the test of time. Tasked with the job of keeping 
the structure itself clean and in working order is the Sevasto-
pol maintenance team.

The six-member department, led by the building and 
grounds director Roch Lautenbach, are wholly dedicated to 
providing staff, students, and community members with a 
facility that Pioneers can learn and grow in while preparing 
themselves for their futures.

The keepers of the school - a fitting description for what our 
maintenance team truly is. They are painters, plumbers, car-
penters, repairmen, landscapers, bus drivers, and more. They 
find ways to make old things new again, locate hard-to-find 
replacement parts for equipment that is no longer produced, 

and all-the-while are on call at a moment’s notice for the var-
ious spills, leaks, and clean ups that need timely attention. 
They are here to open the doors to learning at the break of 
dawn and are the last to turn out the lights long after the 
building finds itself empty. 

The upkeep of the building is a monumental task in itself 
and extends beyond the walls to the school grounds, yet this 
group of committed associates continually give their best ef-
forts to provide our children with a safe and clean learning 
environment.

The maintenance team is the oil to Sevastopol’s engine. The 
academic success that the district regularly achieves is in great 
part to the dedication and laborious efforts of our mainte-
nance staff.

To the Sevastopol maintenance team - thank you.
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Empathy: 
It’s elementary
 BY HOLLY RETZLAFF, ELEMENTARY GUIDANCE COUNSELOR

Roch Lautenbach - Roch Lautenbach, who hails from Southern Door, is in his 11th year 
of working for the Sevastopol School District. He has been Sevastopol’s director of build-
ing, grounds, and transportation since 2008.

He appreciates his “hardworking and dedicated staff” at Sevastopol. Lautenbach enjoys 
spending time at his cabin. He has a stepson who is a chemistry professor at Wayne State 
University. 

Kim Bagnall - In her 14th year working for the school district, Kim Bagnall finds the 
rewards of her job in the smiling faces around her. 

“I enjoy being around the children and helping them if needed,” she said. “It’s nice to see 
everybody that works here caring about the children and their futures.”

Along with being a Sevastopol graduate herself, all three of Bagnall’s sons (Tom, Mike, 
and Adam) are also Pioneer alumni. Bagnall enjoys spending time with her sons while 
helping with their recently purchased homes and taking walks with her significant other, 
Bob.

Peg Bagnall - Peg Bagnall’s Sevastopol roots run deep. She and her parents, siblings, and 
her three children have attended Sevastopol Schools. Bagnall’s father was a school board 
president for many years while her mother, a former teacher at Wilson School, also substi-
tuted at Sevastopol. Bagnall’s step-grandfather was a school bus driver and maintenance 
worker for the district.

Bagnall is in her 10th year working for the school district and has an associate’s degree in 
early childcare. She enjoys camping, traveling and spending time with her family.

“The people I work with and the kids make the job fun,” she said. “Everyone treats me 
well and they are so appreciative of what we do. I have had kids even thank me.”

She and her husband, Gilbert, are proud parents to Katie, Amanda, and Matt. Katie lives 
in Ithica, New York where she works for a paleontological research institution. Amanda is a 
visual designer for Foot Locker in Wausau, WI. Matt is currently in his junior year of college 
at UW-Stout where he plays collegiate basketball.

Larry DeMeuse - Larry DeMeuse has worked for the Sevastopol School District for nine 
years, where he is also a graduate of. He is a man with with many skills as he has expe-
rience in pipefitting, tree cutting services, farming, and has driven school bus for Sevas-
topol.

He enjoys “all of his co-workers, teachers, the administration staff and of course, the 
kids”.

DeMeuse’s children are both former Pioneers. His son, Chris, went on to UW-Green Bay 
and graduated with a degree in public administration. Jessica, DeMeuse’s daughter, at-
tended St. Norbert College for psychology and earned her master’s degree.

Larry was blessed by Maggie, his kind and caring wife whom he had the privilege of 
being married to for 28 years. 

Dennis Peterson - Known as “Ted” by most, Peterson is a Sevastopol graduate who has 
worked for the district for eight years. He has previous experience working as an HVAC 
installer.

Peterson says that what he enjoys most about working at Sevastopol are “the people”.
In his free time, he enjoys helping others out, hunting, gambling, and trying his luck at 

the casinos.

Patty Weber - Since 1993, Patty Weber has been working for the Sevastopol School Dis-
trict. She became a full-time associate in 1997 and has been a valuable asset to our school. 

She is a Southern Door graduate who worked at the Dorchester Nursing Home before 
focusing on the family farm with her husband and children.

Weber says that she enjoys working with the kids and also appreciates how every day is 
different. She also added, “I enjoy the people I work with.”

Weber’s husband and three children all graduated from Sevastopol. Her interests include 
spending time with her family, which includes traveling to North Dakota to see her grand-
son, and being with Sophia and Bella. Weber also enjoys working out, gardening, baking, 
and shopping. 

Gail Wilke - Gail Wilke joined the Sevastopol School District in 2017 and has been a valu-
able addition to the maintenance staff. She is a Gibraltar graduate.

Wilke says that she enjoys “working with our maintenance crew and faculty”. 
Among her interests are gardening, history, and travel. She’s married to her husband, 

Wade, who has his own construction business. They have four children and two grand-
children. 

The Sevastopol High School will present “The Sound of 
Music” in early November.  Performances are scheduled for 
7 p.m. on Friday, November 2nd, and Saturday, November 
3rd with a matinee Sunday, November 4th at 2 pm. All shows 
will be in the Elementary Gym.

Tickets will be sold at the door; $8.00 for adults and $5.00 
for 6th-12th grade students.  All Elementary age students will 
be admitted for free.

About 50 students are in the cast, orchestra, and crew and 
they have been busy getting ready for the play almost every 
day of the week.

Manav Jandu, a freshman, plays Captain von Trapp. The 
role of Maria is played by seasoned Senior thespian Natalie 
Meikle.  Rachel Hietpas will play Mother Abbess and Liza 
Geuke, Ellie Krohn and Sam Eskew fill the roles of Sister 
Margaretta, Berthe and Sophia.  Max Detweiler and Elsa 
Schraeder will be played by Owen Ensign-Foulds and Eli-
zebeth Fiscus.

The von Trapp children are played by Lexie Henkel (Liesl), 
Cole Albertson  (Freidrich), Ben Martin (Kurt), Addison 
Schauske (Louisa), Beatrix Dramm (Brigitta), Ophelia Lin-
nan (Marta) and Caitlyn Hasenjager (Gretl).   

Other Cast members include Georgia Neitzke (Francis),Bre-
anna Jacobs (Frau Schmidt), Merrick Mann (Rolf Gruber), Lu-
cas Apsey (Herr Zeller), Caleb Johnson (Baron Elberfeld), Finn 
Matthews (Admiral Von Schreiber). Nuns, Neighbors, soldiers 
and festival contestants are played by Brooklyn Brauner, Abigail 
Hayes, Molly Jefferson, Solomon Jefferson, Ashlynn Keel, Lili-
ahna Snyder, Lilly Turner, Gianna Roman and Izzy Wadkins.

Members of the Pit Orchestra include Mya Ploor, Mack-

enzie Ellefson, Reetika Jandu, Kayla Copiskey, Samantha 
Herrell, Ashley Schultz, Gabby Bond, Scott Andrea, Kylee 
Duessler, Rika Buergin-Witt, Chilina Cuellar and Ethan 
Frank.

The Backstage crew/and tech support consist of Sophia 
Abel, Eli Bell, Landen Frank, Alexis Garrett, Elizabeth 
Genske, Ashley Walsh, Michael Wautlet, Kayla Ranly and 
Slayden Asher.

The musical is directed by Amy Ensign with musical direc-
tion by Shannon Sheehan. Tanya Hasenjager directs the pit 
orchestra and Janet Anderson plays piano.  David Foulds and 
Klayton Kindt are credited with set design and construction. 
Jeremy Benton is the lighting and sound designer.

“The Sound of Music” is a family favorite based on the re-
al-life memoir of Maria von Trapp, The Trapp Family Singers. 
Set in Austria in 1938, the musical tells the story of Maria, 
who takes a job as a governess to a large family while she 
decides whether to become a nun. She falls in love with the 
children, and eventually their widowed father, Captain von 
Trapp.

He is ordered to accept a commission in the German Navy, 
but he opposes the Nazis. He and Maria decide on a plan to 
flee Austria with the children.

With music by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by Oscar Hammer-
stein II and book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, 
this classic musical is filled with the sounds of “My Favorite 
Things,” “Do Re Mi,” “Sixteen Going On Seventeen,” as well 
as the well-known title song “The Sound of Music.”

Take the time to come see the show!  It will be one to re-
member!

Sevastopol Students present “The 
Sound of Music” November 2-4

SEVASTOPOL MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 

Schedule of Events

FALL MUSICAL
November 2, 7 pm
November 3, 7 pm
November 4, 2 pm 

All cast members will strike after performance

FALL HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT
November 19, 6:30 pm

FALL MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCERT
November 20, 6:30 pm

2ND-5TH GRADE SENIOR CITIZEN 
WINTER CONCERT

December 18, 12 pm

2ND-5TH GRADE WINTER CONCERT
December 18, 6:30 pm

4K-1ST GRADE WINTER CONCERT
December 19, 2:15 pm

Gail Wilke Patty Weber.

Back Row: Dennis Peterson, Larry DeMeuse, Roch Lautenbach. Front Row: Peg Bagnall and Kim Bagnall.
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Kids Vote 2018
Tuesday, Nov. 6 is Election Day throughout the United States.  In an eff ort to educate students on the importance of voting, students at all grade levels are encouraged 

to join their parent(s) or guardian(s) at their polling stations.  Activities prior to Election Day include identifying who is running and for what position, requirements to 
vote, locating individual polling stations, viewing sample ballots, and understanding key vocabulary terms related to elections.  

As in past Kids Vote events, students should collect a “Kids Vote” sticker or get a note from one of the poll workers. Parents are encouraged to go before school, during 
your child’s lunch and/or recess time, or after school.   To verify a polling station and/or check the status of voter registration, please visit www.myvote.wi.gov. 

Referendum
Resolution 
Approved by Board 
of Education Based 
on CFAC’s 
Recommendation

At the regular Board of Education meeting on Au-
gust 16, 2018, the Citizens Facility Advisory Commit-
tee (CFAC) made a recommendation to the board to 
move forward with a referendum question for the Nov. 
6 ballot. 

Th e following week, the board of education acted 
upon this recommendation to place a $25.1 million 
dollar building referendum question on the Novem-
ber ballot. Th is plan was designed after the CFAC met 
for ten months, studied various concepts, surveyed the 
community and developed the fi nal proposal. 

Th e decision to make the recommendation for the 
November election, as opposed to waiting until the 
April vote, will save the district an estimated one mil-
lion dollars or more on the project. Th is is due to the 
recent collective bargaining agreement by the contrac-
tors’ association that will increase the overall cost of 
the project for 2019.

Th e proposed option replaces the 1924 and 1946 
sections, the two oldest of the current facility. It will 
provide new classrooms for students in early child-
hood through 6th grade and special education stu-
dents in grades 4K-12. New learning spaces will be 
available for our middle and high school students in 
the areas of technical education, agriculture and art. 
Th e plan will also include a STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art and Math) lab. Additionally, 
our current science classrooms in the 1965 section of 
the building will be renovated and brought up-to-date. 

Besides the educational improvements, the new ad-
dition would also improve the safety of our students. 
Th e plan includes a more secure entrance, increased 
security technology and more effi  cient traffi  c fl ow pat-
terns.

If you would like to schedule a tour, have questions 
or are seeking any additional information please con-
tact Superintendent Kyle Luedtke at (920) 743-6080 or 
email at kluedtke@sevastopol.k12.wi.us.
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